Part II - Purpose of Support
IIA - Overall View

Part II of this study focuses on the various purposes for which HEW funds
were obligated between FY 1969-FY 1977. This introductory section covers the
aggregated obligations totals for the three types of beneficiary. The five
categories of purpose examined here and in later sections are: Student Support
(Training Grants and Fellowships), Research and Development, Construction,
Health Services and Institutional Support. Detailed definitions can be found in
the Technical Notes Section. The following pages highlight the trends in the
level of support for these purposes, both by type of recipient and by obligating
agency within HEW,

The trends in overall HEW obligations (in current dollars) by purpose from
FY 1969 to FY 1977 are presented in Figure 2-la. Student support awards greatly
outpaced the other categories over the eight years, achieving a FY 1977 sum
three times its level for FY 1969 (See Part IIDI for details) .

Other noteworthy developments were:

o R&D increased 126 percent over the eight-year period in a fairly steady
upward trend.

o The course of support for construction activity has been irregular (as
might be expected from its discontinuous nature), yet strongly
suggestive of an underlying long-term decline. FY 1977 construction
funds of $145 million were 75 percent lower than their FY 1969 level of
$577 million.

o The level of funds for the provision of health services shows a stable
and level trend while that for institutional support has been highly
erratic and inconclusive as to an underlying pattern.

The respective shares of total dollars claimed by each purpose for FY 1969,
1972 and 1977 (health services and institutional support were first designated
in FY 1972) are summarized in Figure 2-lb. The trends of the previous Figure
are clearly reflected here. For example, construction's share of the total
decreased from 22 percent in FY 1969 to 3 percent in FY 1977, and student
support increased from 30 percent to 47 percent over the eight years. A
constant dollar comparison is of no practical consequence, as can be seen from a
comparison in Section VI (Price Deflators) of the Technical Notes.

16ool of Medicine   11,425
